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My sculpture (apart from a short period in 1912-1915 when
cubism was in the air, and abstraction an interesting experi-
ment) has remained in the European tradition of my early
training. Most advanced paixiters and sculptors have been
influenced by primitive work. They include Matisse,
Gauguin,, Picasso, Modigliani, Brancusi, Henry Moore, Lip-
schitz, and many lesser artists, When I say that my work is
not African, I do not rebut what I would be ashamed to
admit, but simply state a fact, Brancusi, some of whose early
work was influenced by African Art, now declares categorically
that one must not be influenced by African, and he even
went so far as to destroy work of his that he thought had
African influence in it.

THE NEW GUINEA GROUP

These two frail, ghost-like figures rise somewhat obliquely,

moving away from each other* They are spirits not of earth.

The earth part of them has been drained out.   They are

Mother and Son, ancestral ghosts, or Husband and Wife.  The

female is the taller of the two.   Their feet slant downwards.

The inexpressible melancholy of their heads is matched by the

delicate hands, fingers like the tracery of veins on leaves , . ,

a breath . . * a frailty unparalleled.   Their four limbs are

like water plants rising out of liquid pedestals.   They have

lain a long time at the bottom of a lake in New Guinea,  I

saw them for the first time in Paris, The enchantment of the

Group is beyond description, and I so desired them that I

mortgaged my future earnings for a long time to be able to

obtain them.  Their discreet and sympathetic presence lifts

me into a world ethereal as the last quartets of Beethoven

... a sighing wind-blown regret-   A message is sent out

as ineffable as autumn mist arising from damp woodlands,

plaintive, like a single-noted melody played in the obscurity

of a forest.   This is a piece of scxxlpture which seems to

reject the very quality by which sculpture exists, solidity

of form.

A primitive sculpture is supposed to be rude, savage, the